
A free, online course taught by the National Consortium for the Study of 

Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, a Department of Homeland Security 

Center of Excellence based at the University of Maryland. 

Register Now Through Coursera: 
www.coursera.org/course/understandingterror 

Instructors 

Gary LaFree 
Director, START Consortium 
Professor, Criminology & Criminal Justice 
University of Maryland, College Park 

Bill Braniff 
Executive Director, START Consortium  
University of Maryland, College Park 

Faculty Experts 
From  START’s extensive consortium of 52 
universities nationwide including: 

 Georgia State University 
 Bryn Mawr College 
 SUNY Albany 
 John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
 University of Arkansas 
 University of Nebraska, Omaha 

Certificate Option 

For $49 participants can join the 
signature track to earn official 
recognition of course completion 
from the University of Maryland 
and Coursera upon passing the 

course.  

About  
This free, online short course will explore questions relating to 
the who, what, why and how of terrorism studies by 
introducing students to cutting edge research and the experts 
investigating these topics. START will apply its multi-
disciplinary and mixed-method approach to research in this 
course, utilizing theory and quantitative and qualitative 
research from a range of the social and behavioral sciences 
including Criminology, Psychology, Political Science, Sociology 
and Communications Studies.  

Topics and Syllabus 
  Week 1: Dispelling Myths about Terrorism 

  Week 2: The Global Terrorism Database and Visualizing     
                    Terrorism Data 

  Week 3: Individual Radicalization 

  Week 4: Terrorist Group Dynamics 

  Week 5: Behaviors that Enable the Next   Terrorist Attack 

  Week 6: Putting it All Together: Al-Qa’ida Case Study 

 

Class Begins: Jan. 27, 2014      
Last Day to Register:  Feb. 7, 2014 

https://www.coursera.org/course/understandingterror

