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Background on Terrorism and Public Opinion in Indonesia 
 
In the wake of the coordinated bombings at the J.W. Marriott and the Ritz-Carlton in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
START has assembled below relevant background information on terrorism and views of terrorism in 
Indonesia, drawn from ongoing START research projects. 
 
Terrorism Trends in Indonesia 
 

 There were 421 terrorist attacks in Indonesia between 1970 and 2007: The vast majority (92%) of 
the terrorist activity in Indonesia has happened since 1994. From 1995 to 2007, there has been 
an average of 30 events per year, although the frequency of attacks has been declining since 
2000. 

 

 
 

 Almost one-third of Indonesian terrorist attacks were carried out as part of multiple or coordinated 
attacks. This is considerably higher than the prevalence of coordinated attacks globally, which is 
12.5% 

 
 Nine of the 421 attacks (2.1%) in Indonesia between 1970 and 2007 were suicide attacks.  This 

prevalence is slightly higher than that of suicide attacks globally, which is 1.5%. 
 

 In Indonesia, the most common attack type is bombing (33%), the most common weapon type is 
Explosives (37%), and the most common target type is Private Citizens & Property (23%).  
Businesses are targeted in 10% of terrorist attacks in Indonesia.  

 
 Among those incidents in Indonesia for which the perpetrator is known, the most active has 

been Free Aceh Movement (GAM), responsible for 113 terrorist attacks in the country. GAM 
was most active in 2001, taking responsibility for 58 incidents that killed 65 people in that year 
alone. GAM signed a peace accord with the Indonesian government in 2005 and has not 
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