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Al-Qa’ida central1, under the direction of Osama bin Laden, was responsible for or suspected 
to be responsible for 84 terrorist attacks around the world since 1998, an average of more 
than 8 attacks per year. These attacks resulted in the deaths of at least 4,299 individuals.2 
 

Year Al-Qa’ida 
Terrorism Fatalities 

1998  235 
2000  19 
2001  2,994 
2002  101 
2003  215 
2004  459 
2005  30 
2006  30 
2007  81 
2008  135 

TOTAL  4,299 
 

                                                 
1 References in this report to “Al-Qa’ida” refer to Al-Qa’ida central, and not to their affiliates (Al-Qa’ida in the 
Arabian Penninsula, Al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Magreb, Al-Qa’ida in Iraq, and others). 
2 Osama bin Laden and a nascent Al-Qa’ida have also been loosely linked to terrorist attacks on hotels in 
Yemen in 1992, in which three people died, and the 1993 World Trade Center Bombing, in which six people 
died and more than 1,000 were injured. However, the 1998 African Embassies Bombings were the first attacks 
directly attributable to them. 
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