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Introduction  
Targeted violence is a threat affecting the whole nation. Veterans and military family members 
are not immune from the threat–as targets or as perpetrators. This concerns everyone - the 
veteran community, all Americans, and the world.  
 
As veterans or military family members, it is important to build our awareness and to monitor 
criminal extremism including how it manifests within our community. In discussions about 
criminal extremism, it is important to remember that the root of the concern is with the 
willingness to engage in criminal acts on behalf of an ideology, rather than the beliefs of the 
group or movement itself. However, by identifying and understanding the common ideologies 
and groups or movements that motivate and inspire criminal extremists to act unlawfully, we can 
better protect our community against narratives that call individuals to engage in criminal 
activity.  

Ideological and Group Affiliations 

60% of offenders with military backgrounds in the Profiles of Individuals Radicalizing in the 
United States (PIRUS) dataset “were affiliated with more than 125 unique extremist groups or 
named movements. The remaining 40% of individuals in the data [expressed] ideological views 
but were not members of organized extremist groups or named movements.”1 
 
Conducted by START, a research center at the University of Maryland, the Profiles of 
Individuals Radicalizing in the United States (PIRUS) dataset is an ongoing project to collect 
comprehensive data on extremist offenders in the United States, including those with U.S. 
military backgrounds. “PIRUS is a representative sample of individuals who have committed 
criminal offenses on behalf of their extremist views and/or affiliations. To be included in PIRUS, 
a subject must have (1) radicalized (in whole or in part) in the United States; (2) adhered to or 
espoused views that justify the use of illegal means, including violence, to achieve political, 
economic, religious, or social goals; and (3) committed a criminal offense that was clearly 
motivated by their ideological views and resulted in their arrest, indictment, or death. All data are 
coded from public sources, including court records, public police reports, and print and online 
news media.”2 
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Criminal extremists with military backgrounds can be broken into three main ideological 
categories including: 
 

Anti-government 
Anti-government criminal extremists adhere to anti-government views or were members of 
organized militias.  
 
Nearly half of the subjects in PIRUS with military backgrounds fall into the anti-government 
ideological category.3 “This includes individuals who were affiliated with the Sovereign Citizen 
and Patriot movements, as well as subjects who were members of the Oath Keepers, the Three 
Percenters, and more than two dozen local militia groups. This category also includes 
individuals who were motivated to overturn the 2020 U.S. Presidential election results.”4 
 

“177 of the individuals in PIRUS with military backgrounds were affiliated with known 
anti-government groups or militias, including: 

• 45 subjects who were part of the Sovereign Citizen movement 
• 41 members of the Oath Keepers 
• 26 members of the Boogaloo movement”5 

White supremacy, white nationalism, and/or xenophobia 

“Over 30% of the subjects in PIRUS with military backgrounds [expressed] views of white 
supremacy, white nationalism, and/or xenophobia. These individuals were affiliated with no 
fewer than 50 extremist groups, including local skinhead gangs and several national white 
supremacist organizations.”6 
 

“141 of the individuals in PIRUS with military backgrounds were members of known 
skinhead, white supremacist, or white nationalist groups, including: 

• 34 subjects who were members of the Proud Boys 
• 16 individuals who were members of the Ku Klux Klan 
• 11 individuals who were members of the Aryan Nations”7 

Salafi Jihadist Groups 

The Salafist Jihadist category includes those connected to, or inspired by, a Sala Jihadist group 
abroad. 
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Of the offenders in PIRUS with military backgrounds, just over 7% of the subjects fall into this 
category.8 “This includes 19 individuals who were inspired by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS) and 22 individuals who were inspired by, or affiliated with, al-Qaeda and its affiliated 
movements (e.g., al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, al-Shabaab, the Taliban, etc.).”9 

Implications and Call to Action 
Understanding the ideological and extremist group and movement affiliations of criminal 

extremists with military backgrounds can help you better protect yourself against those who may 

wish to recruit you to engage in criminal activity to advance their cause. This understanding can 

also help you protect other veterans and military family members as well as the community at 

large by ensuring the calls for criminal action go unmet. As a strong civic-minded community 

with a long history of protecting this country and its citizens, we can and should do our part to 

help prevent criminal extremism, especially among our own. We must find each other, support 

each other, and lift each other up in order to be part of the solution. We can stay attuned to the 

issue and help identify and connect veterans at risk to veteran service organizations. 
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